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To Life! A Model of Female Biblical Heroism

Dr. Yosefa (Fogel) Wruble Yosefa.fogel@gmail.com

1. The biblical view understood that women were powerless and subordinate without being
inferior. This insight had enormous implications for the way Israel viewed itself. Israel was
always small and vulnerable in comparison to the empires surrounding it. As time went on,
this vulnerability gave way to defeat, and Israel was conquered by more powerful nations. The
Bible's view of women became central to Israel's thinking, for it provided a paradigm for
understanding powerlessness and subordination without recourse to prejudicial ideas. Israel
was subject to the power and authority of others on an international level just as women
were subordinate within Israelite society, and the Bible's own image of women enabled its
thinkers to accept this powerlessness without translating it into a sense of inferiority or
worthlessness. In this way the Bible 's image of women was an essential element in its self-
image and its understanding of Israel's destiny.

(T. Frymer-Kensky, Reading the Women of the Bible, Schocken Books: New York, 2002, xvi-
Xvii.)
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3. Rashi, Esther 6:1
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4. Ho'il Moshe (Moshe Yitchak Ashkenazi, Italy, 1821-1989) (ibid)
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5. Shadal, Shemot 1:21
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